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Somers Point Schools 

This document reflects the collaboration of teachers, staff, students, parents, and the Board of Education to define 

our mission, vision and beliefs to guide our work.  

 

Our Mission 

Empower each student to make responsible choices, meet challenges, achieve personal success, and contribute to a 

global society as they apply the New Jersey Core Curriculum Standards to become autonomous, lifelong learners who 

are literate problem solvers across all disciplines.  This is accomplished through: 

• Offering diverse, challenging, effective and progressive programs in a safe, nurturing environment 
• Providing optimal facilities and resources 
• Mastering the skills and tools needed for success 
• Facilitating an educational partnership with home, school and community  

 

Our Beliefs 

Beliefs:  We believe that our empowered learners: 

● Participate in educational programs that are designed to meet the needs of learners while providing 
challenging activities in the context of real life situations 

● Are aware of community issues and take part in activities to better their community 
● Acquire basic skills in obtaining information, thinking critically, solving problems and communicating effectively 
● Develop intellectual curiosity and the ability to access information as needed 
● Become reflective learners who have an understanding of their own strengths and weaknesses 
● Develop the aptitudes and skills to adjust to a changing world and an unpredictable future 
● Are lifetime learners who value and accept learning as a continuing and dynamic process affecting all aspects 

of life 
● Value the integrity of all individuals and recognize their own ability to progress academically, socially, and 

emotionally 
  



Our Vision 

The students of the Somers Point School District will demonstrate personal growth over time in relation to 

individualized goals aligned to the New Jersey Core Content Curriculum Standards.  Achievement is evident when 

students: 

● Take academic risks 
● Transfer or extend content area knowledge 
● Are intrinsically motivated life-long learners  
● Are global learners who collaborate beyond the confines of the classroom or school 
● Demonstrate social growth 
● Are meta-cognitive thinkers 
● Solve real-world problems 

 

To foster student achievement Somers Point Educators: 

● Promote student-centered learning 
● Explicitly communicate the purpose of the lesson and how it fits into students’ broader learning 
● Provide hands-on learning activities 
● Encourage collaboration 
● Cultivate a safe environment and a strong classroom community 
● Differentiate instruction 
● Know the content area, curriculum, and their students 
● Integrate technology 
● Uncover and capitalize on student interests  
● Use assessment data to make instructional decisions 
● Commit to life-long learning to improve their practice 

 

  



INTRODUCTION, PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION, AND EDUCATIONAL GOALS 

 

Philosophy 

 

Mathematics is a universal language that allows us to make sense of fundamental principles, thoughts, ideas, 
patterns, problems, and phenomena surrounding us and to communicate our understanding and resolutions of 
these concepts to others. In order to develop and enrich student understanding of mathematics, the Somers 
Point School District will provide a comprehensive and cohesive mathematics curriculum in which 
mathematical topics are explored and analyzed with significant depth. 
  
The environment in every mathematics classroom will provide the following: active and responsible 
engagement in the learning of mathematics, an atmosphere of risk taking, in-depth investigation and analysis 
of intriguing situations and problems, ample opportunities for reflection and interaction, and connections to 
everyday life. 
  
Instruction in every mathematics classroom will provide a rich variety of cognitively appropriate strategies and 
resources so that all students have opportunities to experience both success and challenge.   
  
As a result of this curriculum, environment and instruction, Somers Point School District students will 
experience the utility, power and beauty of mathematics as they become proficient in using and applying 
fundamental mathematical concepts and skills including: computation, critical thinking, reasoning, and 
resourceful problem solving. 
 

Educational Goals 
 

In Grade 1, instructional time should focus on four critical areas: (1) developing understanding of addition, 

subtraction, and strategies for addition and subtraction within 20; (2) developing understanding of whole 

number relationships and place value, including grouping in tens and ones; (3) developing understanding of 

linear measurement and measuring lengths as iterating length units; and (4) reasoning about attributes of, and 

composing and decomposing geometric shapes. 

1. Students develop strategies for adding and subtracting whole numbers based on their prior work with small 

numbers. They use a variety of models, including discrete objects and length-based models (e.g., cubes 

connected to form lengths), to model add-to, take-from, put-together, take-apart, and compare situations to 

develop meaning for the operations of addition and subtraction, and to develop strategies to solve arithmetic 

problems with these operations. Students understand connections between counting and addition and 

subtraction (e.g., adding two is the same as counting on two). They use properties of addition to add whole 

numbers and to create and use increasingly sophisticated strategies based on these properties (e.g., 

“making tens”) to solve addition and subtraction problems within 20. By comparing a variety of solution 

strategies, children build their understanding of the relationship between addition and subtraction. 

2. Students develop, discuss, and use efficient, accurate, and generalizable methods to add within 100 and 

subtract multiples of 10. They compare whole numbers (at least to 100) to develop understanding of and 

solve problems involving their relative sizes. They think of whole numbers between 10 and 100 in terms of 



tens and ones (especially recognizing the numbers 11 to 19 as composed of a ten and some ones). Through 

activities that build number sense, they understand the order of the counting numbers and their relative 

magnitudes. 

3. Students develop an understanding of the meaning and processes of measurement, including underlying 

concepts such as iterating (the mental activity of building up the length of an object with equal-sized units) 

and the transitivity principle for indirect measurement. 

4. Students compose and decompose plane or solid figures (e.g., put two triangles together to make a 

quadrilateral) and build understanding of part-whole relationships as well as the properties of the original 

and composite shapes. As they combine shapes, they recognize them from different perspectives and 

orientations, describe their geometric attributes, and determine how they are alike and different, to develop 

the background for measurement and for initial understandings of properties such as congruence and 

symmetry. 

5.  

 

 

 

 

 

New Jersey State Department of Education 
Student Learning Standards 

 

 

A note about Mathematics Standards  
 
A complete copy of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Mathematics may also be found at:  
 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/math/ 
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